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an introduction to my healing methods. I do not compile
them from excerpts of Hippocrates or Galen. In ceaseless
toil I created them anew upon the foundation of experience,
the supreme teacher of all things. If I want to prove anything
I shall not do so by quoting authorities, but by experiment
and by reasoning thereupon. If, therefore, dear reader, you
should feel the impulse to enter into those divine mysteries,
if within a brief lapse of time you should want to fathom
the depths of medicine, then come to me at Basle and you
will find much more than I can say here in a few words.
To express myself more plainly, let me say here, by way
of example, that I do not believe in the ancient doctrine of
complexions and humors which has been falsely supposed to
account for all diseases. It is because of these doctrines that
so few physicians have correct views of disease, its origins
and its course. I bid you, do not pass a premature judgment
on Theophrastus until you have heard him. Farewell, and
come with a good will to study our attempt to reform medi-
cine.
"Basle, June 5, 1527."1
The Faculty was outraged. It solemnly advised the Univer-
sity that Paracelsus' students would not be admitted to take
examination and could not be graduated. This refusal had a
semblance of legal justification. Paracelsus had invited bar-
bers, alchemists, and others who lacked academic background
to attend his lecture. Privileges were in danger of being trod-
den upon should the self-taught be admitted to equal rank
with accredited students.
The Dean turned the tables on the city. If the University
had no jurisdiction over the course, it need not make its facil-
ities available. Paracelsus received no lecture room on the cam-
pus.